Okhotsk, and there he was introduced to the miracle method of fighting smallpox. He learned to master the techniques and procedures of vaccination from the physician and from two books describing vaccination which were given to him, Nakagawa then returned to Matsumae, Hokkaido, and since at that time men returning from other countries were received as prisoners, he was placed under restraint by the Matsumae feudal clan.
News, Notes and Queries In Japan, the introduction and acceptance of Jennerian vaccination were delayed in comparison with European countries and the United States. There were several reasons for this: (1) Japan is geographically very distant from England; (2) the dominant influence of China on Japanese medicine from ancient times; (3) national isolation policy of Tokugawa Shognate; (4) indifference and inactive support of the government; (5) inadequate understanding on the part of the inhabitants of the effectiveness of vaccination.
The most important factor was the national isolation policy, which was promulgated by the Government for the first time in 1639. Thereafter, all Japanese were prohibited from travelling abroad and from trading with any foreign country, except China and Holland. The latter was the only western country permitted to trade with Japan, and it was through Holland that gradually the influence of western civilization penetrated Japan. In 1854 Japan concluded a commercial treaty with the United States, and was then opened to the world. Modern civilization, including the knowledge of medical science, came to Japan as a result of the Meiji Revolution. 
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